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Translator’s Introduction 


The great Tibetan historian T&ran&tha (Tib. kvn.dgafy.snyiA.po.) 
was born in 1575 A.D. and studied at the monastery of jo.mo.nafi., 
scat of the jo.rian. seer, situated about 40 miles north of the monastery 
of sa.skya. in the gtsart. district of Tibet. During his time in gtsart. 
(approx. 1575-mid 17th cent.) TdranAtha rebuilt the temples of 
dgalj.ldan.phurt.tshogs. glift. and the jo.mo.nah. itself*, and in the 
later period of his life he went to Mongolia where he died. He is 
believed to be reborn in the person of the Lama Reincarnate of Urga 
(Mongolia) known as Jetsun Dampa (Tib. rjc.btsun.dam.pa.)®. Prof. 
Tucci records that according to legend TAranfttha’s mortal remains 
arc said to be enshrined at dsing ji (Tib. rdzin.phyi.) about 65 miles 
cast of Lhasa. c 

At the time of Taran§tha*s life in gtsah the jo.nan.pa. were 
regarded as a mildly unorthodox sect, and many savants considered 
them to be an aberrant sub-sect of the bkalj.rgyud.pa. TflranAtha was 
in fact the last famous personage to emerge from the jo.nan. sect for 
soon after his death, the 5th Dalai Lama, Aag.dban.blo.bzari.rgya. 
mtsho. (1617-1682) closed all their monasteries and later converted 
them to dgc.lugs.pa. institutions. This intolerance probably stemmed 
from two main causes, one methaphysical, the other political. The 
jo.naA.pas held a view of voidness (Tib. stort.pa.nyid.) which was 
defensible in debate but largely friendless and tolerated as an ana¬ 
chronism outside the sect itself. The most eminent jo.nan .pa, 
dol.bu.pa.scs.rab.rgyal.mlshan. (1292-1361), the founder of the sect, 
held that not only was there an “ordinary" voidness wherein pheno- 


* Ferrari, A, Mk ‘yen Bane's Guide to the Holy Places of Central Tibet, page 135 
FN 560.562 

B GrOnwcdcl, A., Mythologie du Buddhisme au Tibet el en Mongolle, Illustra¬ 
tions, pp. 75-77 and 86 
c Tuoci, G., To Lhasa and Beyond, p. 131 
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mcna were viewed as being empty of any self-nature, but that there 
was “another void ness* (Tib. gzan.stort.), . .an absolute which is 
established in reality and is void of all heterogeneous relative and 
phenomenal factors.. .’\ D The jo.naA.pas seem to have viewed this 
“other voidness” as an absolute in itself and this drew dangerously 
close to certain of the Tlrthika (heretical) views of India. It would 
appear that the 5th Dalai Lama was particularly sensitive to such 
“heresy” (if indeed the reason for the clsourc was theological), for 
the great reformer Tsoft.kha.pa. (1357-1419), founder of the dgc. 
lugs, school, had studied under the renowned jo.nah teacher bo.don. 
phyogs.las.mam.rgyal. (1306-1386), and being well aware of the 
sect's concept of gzan.stort. made no specific refutation of it. 

The wrath of political reaction is more obvious and hence a more 
likely cause of closure. The 5th Dalai Lama opposed the jo.nan. 
support for the ruler of gtsari. district, kar.ma.bstan.skyon.dgan.po, 
who resisted the dgc.lugs.pa. conversions in his district and among 
his allies the Chogthu Mongols of Kokonor in Tibet’s north-cast. 
As the 5th Dalai Lama's alliance with other Mongols (Qoshot, 
Dzungar, Torgut etc.) was uneasy, kar.ma.bstan.skyon's opposition 
to conversions was a sore point with the rulers. His death at the 
hands of Gusrl Khan, a Qoshot Mongol, in 1642 ieft the jo.nart. sect 
without patron/protectors and they could not oppose their closure. 

TAranAtha's studies ranged over history, kalacakra and com- 
mcntarial works. It can be conjectured from the fragmentary style of 
this work that TAranAtha is in fact stringing together various episodes 
heard from other sources, probably the main one being his prime 
Indian teacher Buddhagupta, who was well travelled and a mine of 
stories. Whole eras seem to be glossed over with short shrift and yet 
the thread of the diffusion of Tara’s Tantra remains as the discer¬ 
nible core despite the gaps. Most of the locations mentioned, al¬ 
though often vague in present-day geography, seem to fit in with the 
picture of the spread of Buddhism that we know already. However, 
from his charming descriptions of the marvellous world outside 
Tibet, filled with village-devouring snakes and iron-nosed fish etc. it 
is clear that TAranAtha never left the land ol snows (except for his 


D Ruegg. D., The Jo.nan.pas: A School of Buddhist Ontologlsts according to the 
grub.mtha' selgyi.me.loh. J.A.D.S. 83/1, 1963 p. 74 (my emphasis). 
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Mongolian sojourn) and if he had, the refreshing credulousness of 
his accounts would have suffered. Furthermore, had he gone io 
India (the perfect land to Tibetans— Tib. hphags.pabi.yul.) he would 
have been disillusioned at the ever-shrinking arc of Buddhism, for in 
many of his works his descriptions of the constant spread of the 
doctrine is coloured by pious wish rather than by fact. 

Of the many Tibetans who actually visited India and who subse¬ 
quently wrote of their experiences, the legends heard and the reli¬ 
gious and political climate, few examples arc available. Perhaps the 
most accurate and interesting, certainly the most readable is that of 
chag.lo.tsa.ba. who visited India from 1234-1236.® It is of interest to 
note that some of his legends of holy images and sacred spots arc 
also mentioned by T&ranStha who retains their basic accuracy to a 
great degree. We cannot of course n Ic out the biography of chag.lo. 
tsa.ba. as one of Tfiranfllha's prime sources for that pcrioc. 

TfiranStha’s accounts of swift conversions to Buddhism (often 
coerced), the defeat of heretics and the details of siddhas* lives make 
for interesting reading as a background to India of the 7- 12th cents. 
A.D. for the general reader, but it is in the accuracy of the siddhas* 
lineages and details of their ministry that the work has its prime 
importance. 

The work itself is similar in style to the so-called bkafi.babs. 
b dun.I dan . F of Tfiranfltha, written in 1600, inasmuch as it is largely 
anecdotal and deals with the lives of siddhas. The major difference 
however is that the siddha> in the present work arc renowned as Tara 
worshippers and passed on her Upadesas, revelations and her Tantra. 

Despite Taranfltha's Tcliancc on legend etc., the work has about 
it a strong feeling of historic time, and proves to be fairly satisfactory 
as an aid to the study of Indian icligious history in the period as well 
as giving a background to the masters of the Tibetan siddhas who 
grew from India's rich tantric soil. 


B Roerich. G., Biography of Dharmasvamin (chag.lo.tsajHJ.chos.rjealpaJ.), a 
Tibetan Pilgrim; Chag.lo.tsa.ba. chos.rje.dpai.gyi.rnam.thar. ed. Pan.chcn. 
os. tul. 

F Full title, Bkah.babs.bdun.UUm.gyi.brgyud.paki.mam.thar.ho.mtshar.rmaAAyyA. 
rin.po.che. ed. by Das, S.C, translated (into German) by Grunwedel, A.; 
translated into English-abbreviated, by Datta, B.N. 
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Tftranfliha’s major historic work, the rgya.gar.chos.hbyunc 
(written in 1608), a monument to his scholarship, bears out most of 
what he wrote four years earlier in this particular text. Taranfliha’s 
optimistic view of the spread of Buddhism especially in the rgya.gar. 
chos.hbyufl. was tinted with religious myopia. Buddhism's decline 
(nearly 400 years old in 1608) was past history. The optimism of the 
last few chapters was baseless. But then, as Debiprasad Chatto- 
padhyaya observes in the preface to the Chimpa/Chaltopadhyay 
translation of the above mentioned text, “.. .historiography for the 
Buddhists had always been an important mode of propagating their 
creed” (p. VII). It is in this light that we must interpret the present 
. work. 


° Ful1 l ' ,lc pahi.thos.rin.-po.the.hphags.pahi yutdu ji.Uar.dar.bohi.Ishul.gsa /. 

bcr.ston.pa. dgos.hdod.kun.hbytm., often called dgos.hdod.kun.hbytm. Edition ‘ 
of Mongolian Lama Guru Deva. Editions and translations by Schiefncr and 
V a s'lev. Translation by Lama Chirapa and Chattopadhyaya. Sec bibliography. 
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Translation 


om sva sti 1 • 

Adoration to the Guru 3 ! 

“The Golden Rosary", being an account which clearly show 
the origins of the Tantra 5 of Tara. 

Homage to the Lama 4 ! 

Homage to all things which, from their beginnings arc incompre- 
hensively non diverse 5 ! 

Homage to the All-pervading Ones, chiefly the Great Com¬ 
passionate One 6 ! 

Homage to the complete liberation of all beings! 

Homage to Thee, O Tflrfl, who became the mother of the 
Victorious One 7 ! 

Herein at the start of the account of Tftri’s Tantra, if one were 
to tell of its various historical accounts (one would say). 
Long ago, in an age before which there was nothing else, 
the Victorious One, the TathSgala Dundubhisvara 9 came into 
existence and was known as the Light of the Various Worlds 

5 The Princess “Moon of Wisdom 10 ” had the highest respect for 
his teaching, and for ten million, one hundred thousand years, 
she made oflcrings to this Enlightened One, his attendant 
Sravakas 11 and to countless members of the Sangha 12 of 
Bodhisattvas 11 . The offerings she prepared each day were in 
value comparable to all the precious things which filled a distance 
of twelve yojanas 14 in each of the ten directions, leaving no 
intermediate spaces unfilled. Finally, after all this she awoke 
to the first concepts of Bodhi-Mind >s . At that time some monks 
said to her, “It is as a result af these, your roots of virtuous 
actions, that you have come into being in this female form. 
If you pray that your deeds accord with the teachings, then 

6 indeed on that account you will change your form to that of a 
man 16 , as is befitting.” After much discourse 6hc finally replied, 
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"In this life there is no such distinction as "male" and “female", 
neither of "self identity", a "person" nor any perception (of such), 
and thejcforc attachment to ideas of “male" and "female" is 
quite worthless. Weak minded worldlings arc always deluded 
by this." And so she vowed, "There arc many who wish to gain 
enlightenment in a man’s form, and there arc but few who wish 
to work for the welfare of sentient beings in a female form. 
Therefore may I, in a female body, work for the welfare of beings 
Tight until Saipsfira 17 has been emptied." 

Then she remained in the palace for ten million and one 
hundred thousand years in a state of meditation, wisely applying 
her mind to the five sensual pleasure. As a result of this she gained 
success in the realisation that dharmas arc non-originating 11 

7 and also perfected the meditation known as "Saving All Sentient 
Beings", by the power of which, every morning she released 
ten million and one hundred thousand beings from (the bondage 
of) their worldly minds. As long as all of them were not fully 
instructed in this steadfast course, she would take no nourishment 
at all. This same policy was followed each evening when she set 
a like number of beings on the same path. Then her former 
name was changed and she became known as the SaviouTcss 19 . 
Then the TathSgata Dundubhisvara prophesied, "As long as 
you can possibly continue manifesting such supreme Bod hi, 
you will be exclusively known as ‘Goddess Tara* *’. 

Then in the aeon of the Vibuddha known as "Very Vast" 20 , 
she vowed in the presence of the TathSgata Amoghasiddhi 21 to 
preserve and defend trom all harm, all the sentient beings in 

8 the profound vastness of the ten directions. Seated in the equani¬ 
mity of the meditation known as "Completely Subduing All 
Demons", daily, for ninety-five aeons, she established the minds 
of one billion and ten thousand million beings in deep meditation. 
Each night, too, in her capacity as Mistress of Kflmadcva’s 
Realm 22 she vanquished ten million and one hundred thousand 
demons. Thus she became garlanded with the names of 
"Saviourcss", "Mainstay" "Swift One" and Heroine” 21 

In the aeon known as “All-Pervading", the monk known 
as "Radiant Putc Light" was given the higher initiation of the 
Rays of Great Compassion by all the Tathfigatas of the ten 
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9 directions, and he became Noble Avalokitesvara 14 . At that time, 
the Tathflgatas of the Five Families 25 and all the Buddhas and 
Bodhi&attvas gave also the initiation of the Great Rays through 
which he gained insight into the ultimate nature of divine wisdom. 
From the father-mother union of. the former and latter light 
rays the Goddess Tara was created, and after her birth from 
the heart of Avaloki tel vara she worked, with satisfied thought 
of all tho Buddhas, to protect the sentient beings from the Eight 
and Sixteen Great Fears 2 *. 

Then in the aeon known as “Vastly Good”, it is taught 
that Tftrft emerged when both the skies and the air were being 
thrust out. 

10 Then in the aeon called “A$anka" ,#A when all the Tatha- 
gatas of the ten directions 37 had consecrated her, all the Buddhas 
transformed themselves into Mother Tara. All that happened 
a bcginninglc&s time ago. 

Then in this very aeon at the Potala Mountain 3 *, countless 
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Gods, Nfigas 39 , Yaksas 30 and others 
gathered, and there in that limitless centre (axis mundi), Arya 
AvalokitcSvara intoned Tara's Tantra and Mantra 31 ten million 
times. In Satyayuga 33 it is said that the same thing was done 
(in the way described above) for the welfare of the six classes 
of sentient beings 33 . In Tretayuga 34 six hundred thousand 
(such verses) arose from the western regions. In Dvaparayuga 35 
furthermore, another twelve thousand came out of the west. 
Then in Kaliyuga 5 * a thousand Tara verses, all in one 

It convocation, came into being. At that time a Lama said, “In 
Satyayuga and in the other ages there was no book of the Tart 
Tantra at all. I have pondered on the vast sphere of activity 
of the Gods and Vidy ad haras 37 , aimed at the increased welfare 
of all other sentient beings. However, in order to ensure that at 
its coming into being no errors will creep into the pure discipline 
of the MantTa Path, it is fitting that a volume (now) be compiled. 
On the other hand it might seem clear that there is no real need 
for it at alL Wc have taught these expository Tantras, from the 
collection named “The DakinI 31 Secret Essence", first uttered 
at the peak of the Potala Mountain by the Lion of the Sakyas 3 *." 

12 This then is the essence of the legcnditsclf—-this very teacher 
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(Tarfl) having preached about the Buddha s deeds to all sentient 
creatures, while abiding in the Heart of Bodhi, filled all the 
demon haunts with light rays emanating from the space between 
her eyebrows. At another time when the demon hosts were 
approaching, she laughed eight times and, tumbling them to 
the ground, made them unconscious, so it is said. Then, changing 
herself into Krodhacala* she fettered all the demons with 
bonds of meditations and was completely victorious over them. 
Again, in a state of Bodhi. Tar* saw the FuUy Enlightened One 
and the Tathigata Aksobhva 41 become identical, and she payed 
them homage and intoned their grand Tantras. Accordingly, 

13 having preached about the Map^ala 42 of the Six Jina Families, 
Tara, to ensure that whatever had been said about the Tantras 
would not be erased, and wishing to demonstrate this to the 
six classes of sentient beings, went to the Potala Mountain 
together with a gathering of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. There, 
a countless number of Gods, Nagas, Yaksas and Gandharvas 
etc. 43 were empowered, as well as innumerable sentient beings. 
Having preached about the MantTayina 44 , she also established 
all of them in stales of Siddhi 45 . Finally the Tantras were handed 
to Vajrapa^i 46 who sccTclcd them in the abodes of Vaisravana 47 
and the Vi dyad haras so that (thereafter) they would not dis¬ 
appear from the world of humans. To further ensure this, 
Vajrapfipi transformed himself into King Indrabhati 41 , and 
having written all the Tantras up into book-form, hid them 

14 in the so-called “Dharma Treasury'*, so it is said. There, various 
tantric initiates and yoglnls then committed them to memory. 

In general, the MantraySna doctrine of the "Six Expelled 
Breaths" is nowadays spoken of as being Hemka's 50 doctrina. 
Thcii order and method of application arc made clear in this 
particular Tantra, however. 

How then did this unique doctrine of TSri’s Tantra arise 
in the world? About three hundred years after the Jina had 
died, at a different time from that when the SrSvakas were 
holding their Third Council 51 , Gods, Nagas, Yaksas, Gandhar¬ 
vas and Rfiksasas 52 were seated at their abodes when the separate 
volumes of the Mahayana Sutra Collection known as the 

15 "Avatamsaka" 34 arrived severally from India. The self-arisen 
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volumes spread alone and unaided, and at that a teacher, a 
preacher of ascetic doctrines attained steadfastness in the 
(concept of) dhdrmas as uncreated. As well as this, five hundred 
Masters of the Yogflcfira 55 and eight MahAtmas* 4 , preachers 
of the doctrine of “No Real Existence*’ 57 and others saw the 
countenances of Mafijusri 5 *, Avalokitcsvara, Maitreya 5 * etc. 

The texts of the three tantra groups of KrTyi, Carya and 
Yoga and the Anuttara method 60 as well as part of the Wisdom 
Tantras, also spread and were taught to those blessed with the 
good fortune of seeing the visages of Vajrasattva 41 and Vajrapani. 

16 At that time it is said that of all those who heard the Mantrayana 
not even one was unable to attain Siddhi. In the east at Bhaga, 
the King Haricandra together with one thousand attendants 
attained the Bodhi Perfection of Yuganaddah 42 . In the north 
the King of Odivisa called Munja attained the state of Vidya- 
dhara together with a thousand attendants. King Bhojadeva 
of Malawa in the west vanished together with a thousand 
courtiers 45 . In the south at Kongkuna, King Haribhadra together 
with innumerable servants perfected the Siddhi of Making 
Pills etc. 44 , and for between one and two hundred years (as a 
result) more than one hundicd thousand beings attained Siddhi. 
Because of the constant protection accorded to this secret 
practice we do not know of other practitioners who were able 
to gain Siddhi. 

17 Now follow, culled from annals and stories, some accounts 
of Noble Arya Tara’s mercy, perfections and her promises. They 
will be in the form of a discourse. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Enemies. A Ksatriya 43 
from the land of Odivisa awakened one day in a grove where 
he had fallen asleep, and found himself surrounded by a host of 
a thousand enemy soldiers, all brandishing their swords at him. 
He recalled having heard that TflrA was the Protectress against 
the Sixteen Fears, and as he had no other (divinity) in which 
to seek Tcfugc, he thought he would go to the Goddess as his 
defence. At the same instant at which he called out her name, 
the Noble Lady herself appeared before him, arriving from 

18 the skies. From underneath her feet whirlwinds carried the 
soldiers off into the ten directions, and so the man was able to 
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arrive safely in his own country. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Lions. A wood- 
gatherer went off into the forest and there he came to face with 
a ravenous lioness which held him in her jaws and prepared 
to cat him. His hope faded away. Terrified and scared he begged 
Tara to conic to his assistance, and she suddenly appeared 
before him, clothed in leaves. She pulled him from the lioness’ 
jaws and set him down safely in the city market-place. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Elephants. A twelve- 

19 year old girl went one day to the forest to gather flowers, and 
there she was confronted with a fierce elephant named Kuni, 
who bound her in his trunk and started to crush her with his 
tusks. Remembering Tara’s name, the girl earnestly begged 
her to help and Tara brought the elephant under control. The 
creature then put the girl up on a high stone lodge and saluted 
her with its trunk, and leading her away, took her to the town’s 
market-place. Then it took her to the council chambers, the 
Temple and around the King’s palace. The King heard of this 
girl and her great stock of merits and took her as his Queen. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Fire. A certain 

20 householder hated his enemy (neighbour) and one night set 
fire to his house. The latter started to flee but could not get 
freo—at that instant he called out, "O Tara, O Mother Tirfl!” 
A beautiful blue cloud arose above the house, and from it felt 
a continual shower of rain, like a yoke, on the house itself, 
completely quenching the flames. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Poisonous Snakes. 
Once, in a certain city lived a prostitute who was given a necklace 
of five hundred pearls. She contacted a merchant about its sale 
and wished to go to his house at midnight. Leaving her house, 
and while on the road there, she happened to grasp an acacia 
branch around which was coiled a poisonous snake which seized 

21 her around her body. By her mere recollection of Aiya Tfira, the 
snake was transformed into a flower garland in which form it 
remained for seven days. Thereafter it lost its white venom and 
proceeded into the river, so it is said. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Brigands. A man 
from Gujarat, known as Dharukcha, was a very wealthy trader. 
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On the way to the land of Maru 46 with about a thousand camels 
and half that number of bulls, all fully laden, he found that his 
path went through the territory of a bandit gang which was 
situated in the midst of a veritable wilderness. AU the previous 
traders who had gone there had been slain, and their flesh, 
blood and bones were scattered in the four directions. A myriad 
of these traders had been impaled on wooden stakes and the 

22 robbers who behaved like devils even ate their flesh- The (chief) 
trader was absolutely terrified, and as he had no other protector 
he begged Tflr§ to help him. She immediately arose in the phantom 
form of “Tart the Heroine’’ 47 , holding aloft a sword and accom¬ 
panied by a huge army. Tart banished the bandits to a remote 
land and brought the dead back to life. Accordingly, when the 
robbers had been scattered into isolation the trader happily 
set olT and again arrived at the Bharukcha clan. 

She is the Protectress from Prison Walls. A leader of a 
robber band went to the subterranean treasury of the king. 
There he found a jug cf beer which he drank, and being a bit 
befuddled he went to sleep. However, he was seen and seized 
by the king's men who flung him into a dungeon, bound up. 

23 There he underwent various sufferings. Bereft of any other 
protector he prayed to Tflrt and a five-coloured bird descended 
from the sky. Loosened his bonds and caused the dungeon door 
to open by itself. Having thus been freed and once again at 
large 41 , he returned to his/own country. (That night) in a dream, 
a beautiful girl adorned with all types of ornaments arose and 
said to him, “If you Tccall my kind deed to you then you and 
your followers must relinquish your thieving ways!” And so it 
happened that the robber and his five hundred accomplices 
gave up their lives of crime and did many virtuous deeds instead. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Ocean Waves. 
In the southern regions lived five thousand traders, and they 

24 took three large ships and set out for the land of Precious Things. 
One vessel was filled with all manneT of jewels, and setting 
ofT again, the traders finally reached the land of Yellow Sandal¬ 
wood where they filled up the second boat. After that they 
wished to return home, but the ‘Treasure Holder” of the ocean 4 * 
was very angiy at them and sent down a great windstorm which 
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carriod them far away. After crossing oceans of many different 
colours they were confronted with huge, raging billows, and 
the merchants prayed both day and night to Brahma, Vishnu, 
Siva, the Moon and Sun, to Kuvera and all the other divinities 70 
but to no avail. The hawsers of the boats snapped and the vessels 

25 carrying the jewels and sandalwood were scattered. The large boat 
(of theirs) was driven relentlessly to the west. Then a Buddhist 
Upasaka 71 remembered Tart and in a mystic and reverend voice 
recited her ten letter mantra 72 . Immediately an agreeable wind 
arose and the boat turned around, arriving back in Dzambuling 
(India) one night. The vessels carrying the jewels and the sandal¬ 
wood all joined together again. 

She is the Protectress from the Dread of Flcshcating Ogres 73 . 
In the cast was a temple which was the sole dwelling place for 
&rtvakas of the Sendhapi Sect 74 . At that time it happened that 
every evening each monk who went outside the temple precincts 
for his constitutional walk was slain, and consequently the 
number of those remaining inside the temple dwindled. One 

26 evening a certain novice went for his stroll when a cannibal 
ogre, black, ugly and baring its fangs leaped out and grabbed 
him by the head. The novice remembered that MalrtySnists 
believe Tarfl to be the Saviourcss from the Eight Great Fears, 
and he thought that he would go to her as his Protectress. He 
cried out her name. A black goddess arose, holding a sword 
aloft, and she menaced the ogre with it. The ogre begged the 
novice for forgiveness and offered him an iron pot, stuffed full 
with pearls which he got from underground. Ever since then 
it has never harmed that temple. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Leprosy. In the 
Land of Kumarkietra, a powerful Brahmin guru caught leprosy, 

27 and as he wandered here and there from one person to another, 
he infected them. About five hundred Brahmins caught that 
virulent disease from him. Relatives and doctors fled from 
his presence for he defiled their stale of purity. Eventually he 
was reduced to begging for a living. One day on the road 
he saw a stone image of Noble Arya Tara, and with faith welling 
up inside him he begged her on behalf of the five hundred- 
(infected) Brahmins. A liquid-like medicine trickled in an endless 


18 



stream from Tflrfl's hand, and when he had bathed in it (he found 
that) the leprosy had subsided. It is said that he became as com¬ 
pletely beautiful as the gods. 

She is the Protectress from the Mischief of Indra's Angels, 

28 One of these powerful sprites was protector of the eastern areas, 
but was in fact a Demon Gandharva, who, being quite easy 
to anger had become an obstactc to the supreme Dharma. Now, 
as to the account of the protection: In a forest grove in the 
land of Mathura 7 ’ lived five hundred SrAvaka monks and 
meditators. They abided there practicing the sublime Dharma 
assiduously. Sometimes the sprite would appear as a Brahmin, 
sometimes as a young girl, at other times in the bodily image 
(form) of a monk and even occasionally as a yaksa or fierce 
lion. It was also known to appear as a bull or as an eight-legged 
lion known as Sarabha, fierce with its many faces. Sometimes 
the spiritc used wicked, and at other times, more fair methods, 

29 to beguile the monks. The result was that one particular 
monk lost his memory, another went mad and yet another 
took on somebody clse's mind. Thus deranged, they passed 
the time in singing and dancing. Then a particular monk, 
realising the hindrance caused by evil spirit's mischief recalled 
that Tflrft was renowned as the protectress from all such terrors, 
and he thought that she would be of great benefit to them. He 
drew her likeness and attached it to the trees in the forest. All 
those (monks) who had been scared out of their wits became 
quite calm and all of them payed her homage and abided from 
then on in the MahAyAna. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Poverty. A Brahmin 
who was extremely poor and sufiering considerably as a result, 

30 one day in a narrow street came upon a stone image of Tflrft 
and he poured out an account of how his troubles had arisen. 
Pointing out a site near a shrine she said that it would be changed 
into a treasure trove. Then, exactly as had been indicated, he 
found many golden vessels filled with pearls and silver vessels 
filled with various jewels. It is said that within a week all the 
sufferings due to his poverty had been resolved. Also there was 
once a poor farmer who invoked Noble TArS and supplicated 
her. She appeared in the form of a maiden clothed in leaves 
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and prophcsiscd that he should go eastwards. He did just this 
and, sleeping in the desert one night, he was awakened by the 

31 sound of tinkling bells and saw a green horse, ornamented with 
bells pawing at the sand. In a (lash the horse vanished and the 
farmer, digging in the furrow made by the horse’s hoof, found 
first of all a silver door, then one made of gold, then one of 
crystal, one of lapis lazuli, and finally one made up of seven 
precious gems 76 . In the underground kingdom (to which the 
doors led) he became king over many Nagas and Asuras 77 , 
and experienced many of his dearest wishes. When he re-emerged 
from the door to the hole in the ground and had arrived back 
in his own country' lie found that in the meantime three kings 
had occupied the throne, so it is said. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Losing Relatives. 

32 Once there was a Brahmin who had many kinsmen and great 
deal of wealth. One day a contagious disease arose and carried 
oft his children, wife, brother’s lineage and his uncles, too. 
With his mind assailed by grief he arrived at Varanasi 71 . He went 
to the site where some Buddhist Upasakas were performing a 
festival for Tara, and while there he heard of the great qualities 
of TflrS. On her request, he strew a handful of flowers and on 
coming back he gained King Jayacandra's daughter as his 
bride and became a governor. The Brahmin erected one hundred 
and eight Tara Temples and at all of them great Buddhist festivals 
were observed. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Royal Punishment. 

33 In the country of Ayodhyfi 80 lived a very mighty and wealthy 
householder. Once, for some reason or other the King of that 
country became displeased with the householder, believing 
rumours about him. The man, in his turn being imposed on by 
many of the King’s subjects w-cnt to Tirflhut 81 . At another 
time he went to the Land of Camparana 12 where the King of 
AyodhyS sent four strong men after him. The householder was 
bound up and led by them to Ayodhya. Recalling Arya Tfira 
the householder begged her for assistance, and by her grace 
when his foot was merely put on the doorstep it was turned 
into gold. When he was flung into prison a shower of pearl 
necklaces fell onto him and when he was bound to an impaling* 



stake, the stake turned into a mango tree branch, ornamented 

M with both fruit and flowers. The King and all the others were 
amazed at a person with such a stock of merit, and his punish¬ 
ment was commuted as was proper. He was later made into 
a minister of the King. 

She is the Protectress from the Fear of Vairamissilcs 11 . 
In the Land of Bengal, a certain Buddhist UpAsaka, after his 
day's work in the fields came upon the shrine of a Yaksa* 4 on 
the road (side). The UpAsakc crushed it underfoot and walked 
on while the Yaksa became enraged. That night twenty-one 
fiery sky-bolts 15 fell from the sky onto the Upasaka's home. 
He merely recalled Noble Tflri and the sky-bolts’ tongues of 
flame were transformed into flowers, injuring neither his children, 

35 nor his wife, nor his wealth or property. The sky-bolts, remaining 
in and around the house, were donated to five hundred mantra 
reciters and it is said that ail types of things needed for their 
attainment of Siddhi appeared as a result. 

She is the Protectress from Fear of Ruination of (one’s) Aims. 
A householder went with all his property to another country. 
(There) he hoped to get land from the King. He entrusted his 
wealth to a friend and set out in a big ship to cross the oceans 
in search of more wealth. Although he voyaged for many years 
to the various continents in the ocean, he did not manage to 
find any riches or special items. One day, by the power of fate, 
the boat was driven by the winds to the isle of Mallacca. There 
he found as much coral and yellow sandalwood as he wanted 
to take, and filling his boat completely he set out to come home. 
On the way he met Magangmarsi, a (huge) crocodile of the fish 

36 family but with an iron nose with which he crushed the ship. 
The man by holding on to a plank was driven by the waves 
back to Dzambuling where he finally arrived. He tried to find 
his friend again, but while on the way to his place learned that 
a tiger had killed and devoured him. The man was filled with 
grief and sadness because all his plans were thwarted and fruitless. 
At the exhortion of a friend he prayed to TflrA and faith arose 
in him. In a dream she said to him, “Go to the banks of the 
river Sindbu ! 16 (There) all your longed for wishes will be fulfilled.” 
Doing as he had been instructed (he found that) his former 
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vessel containing all the precious things he had found in the 
western oceans had come up out of the river, and going to the 
house of his dead friend, he found all the wealth that he had 
entrusted to him (hidden) in a specified place. Then he went 
back to his own country 1 and olTercd a whole trunk of yellow 

37 sandalwood to the King who in turn gave him (custodianship 
over) five of the very best villages. 

Moreover, previously Tara urged the Acarya NAgArjuna 17 
on to attain perfection, and on two occasions she protected 
Candragoml 11 from the Dread of Water. She protected Sar- 
vajiiAnamitra 19 from the Fear of Fire and the Noble Upasaka 
AsvabhAva 90 from the Fear of Poisonous Snakes and gave the 
Acarya known as “Firm Intellect’’ and his attendants many 
amazing legends (to tell of). 

There was a Sendhapa SrAvakA who lived at VajrAsana 91 
and one summer he was going via the Ncranjana river valley 
(more commonly known by its colloquial name, the river 

38 Phalgu) to the holy site of Queen Maya Devi 91 . The river had 
recently been in flood and the SrAvaka could not withstand 
the current on the ford and was carried off by the river. He 
thought, "MahAyAnists have a goddess called TArA who protects 
from the fear of water", and so he cried out, "O Tara” to her. 
The wooden image of Tara 93 kept in an outer courtyard of 
VajrAsana arrived in its bodily form and said, "You never 
even (casually) remember me—now you call out to me—is that 
the proper way to behave? Get out of the water yourself!" 
Thereafter that particular image became known as "River 
Valley TArA" 94 . 

Once, at VajrAsana, an old lady erected a Tara Temple with 
the image’s face showing outwards. On completion the old lady 
grieved that the image had its back facing the MahAbodhi 

39 Shrine 95 and thought that it was not at all good like that. Then 
the image itself said. "If you arc not happy about it I will look 
towards the Mahabodhi site! “So, the image itself changed 
direction so that both it and the temple door faced the Maha* 
bodhi, and (from then on) that particular image became known 
as "TArA of the Turned Face" 9 *. 

At the time of King Dharmapala 97 there was a stone statue 
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of Tara which was situated beside the spring from which the 
monks of north-eastern Vajrflsana drew their water. At that 
time the Singhala SrAvakas known as the Sendhapas burned 
many tantric scriptures and, finding a large silver image of 
Hcruka, they destroyed that as well 91 . They also did a great deal 
of damage to the Map^lala of Buddha Srijnflna 9 *. The King 

40 punished the Singhala &rflvakas and a certain Sendhapa monk 
went before the mentioned Tara image, begging her, “Save me 
from the fear of the King's punishment!” The Tara statue 
replied, “In limes of peace you never so much as even remember 
me—do you recall me now? Get down into the water spout!” 
Although the spout was very small his whole body was contained 
within it and the King's men who were searching for him were 
unable to find him. Then fleeing at night, he eventually arrived 
in distant eastern India. At a great festival time at Vajrftsana 
there was a certain door of an attic which would not open. At 
the very summoning of the Singhala monk the closed door 
opened of its own accord. The King rejoiced at the abundance 
and variety of the things found inside. It was at an earlier time 
to that of AcArya NflgArjuna, when about five thousand persons 

41 gained siddhi supported by Tir&’s Mantra, and in Nflgfirjuna's 
time another five thousand practitioners arose, so it is said. 

Of particular notcworthincss in regard to this Tantra are 
these legends. In the cast, at Bhamgala, a Tripitaka 100 master 
who was an ordained monk from the Brahmin caste by the name 
of HayapAla, revered and taught the MahAyAna above all other 
doctrines, and as a result of having listened carefully to his 
AcAryas became known as a very wise person. Then there was 
the Brahmin named Gunyasila 101 who had seen the countenance 
of VajrapAni. He obtained the empowerment 11,2 leading to the 
arising of TArA, the instructions (on it) and the supplementary 
instructions from one who was named GsaA.bafyi. AaA.tshul 102 . 
At that lime in the places where the Mantrayanists lived, due to 

42 the teaching of this fragmented oral tradition, the wording of 
this Tantra was not complete and moreover there was not even 
a written version of it. 

Then the AcArya (Nayapala), by engaging in one-pointed 
(concentrated) meditation attained the power of working 



miracles. Having gone to the Vajra-sitc of OftyiyAna 101 he 
brought back from the Daklnis there: 

(1) The Tantra which is the basic explanation of the arising of 
Tfirfl: 

(2) the basic explanations of the Tantra of Bhairava 104 , the 
fierce, wrathful one; 

(3) the absolutely secret Tantra of Vajrapflni; 

(4) the Tantra known as “The Producing 105 of Hcruka from 
Oneself.” 

Having got these he stayed in the Land of Tipura, built a temple 
in a deep forest and taught the abbreviated Prajnaparamita 106 
(discourses) to the common folk. Supported by T3ra*s Mantra 
he subjugated the five Kings of the eastern region and all of 
them found faith in the Buddha (the Most Rare One). He 

43 brought the Goddess Uma and the King of the Gods named 
Pramudita 107 under her power, and all gifts (to them) were taken 
over by him. 

Supported by the Mantra of Aksobhya, he acquired the 
power of causing magical illusions. For a distance of twelve 
yojanas right up to the very horizon appeared (phantoms of) the 
Precious Wish-Granting Tree, the Mountain Peak of Paradise 
and the Palace of the Gods, as well as gods and goddesses. 
Supported by Vajrapani’s Mantra he completely eradicated as 
many as five hundred enemies of the Dharma. Having taught 
the Prajnaparamita doctrine for many years, by the power of 
Hcruka’s Mantra he wended his way into the sky. In that very 
body (human form) he departed for Vaisravana’s Abode- 
Paradise. 

The particular student of the secret mantra teachings was 

44 Acarya Hayaghosa 108 alone. Rather than emulate the Adirya’s 
deeds he perfected the evocation of the fierce divine King Haya- 
grlva 109 and departed for the world of the Rflksasas, leaving no 
bodily traces at all. He was a contemporary of the Brahmin 
Saraha. 

Arya NagSrjuna asked him (Saraha) for the fourfold 
tantras 110 , and he perfected all of them. He explained them to 
Aryadeva, and he in turn to Riihulabhadra the Younger 111 . 
This Acarya was consecrated from among the lowest caste, and 


24 



was learned in the five areas of study 1 ,J as well as fully conver¬ 
sant with all the Pitakas of both MahAyAna and Theravada. The 
essential doctrines of Arya NAgArjuna were made available as 

45 an integrated path in his work “Asmagarbha”. Rflhulabhadm 
refuted the heretic Cakravarma in disputations and manifested 
the Enlightened One's doctrine. By defeating many SrQvakat in 
disputations he established the Mah&yAna Doctrine amongst 
them. Supported by his personal TArfl Mantra, it is said that 
together with a Yaksi 115 who had become perfected they drew 
treasures out of her underground residence with which he was 
able to provide sustenance for one thousand monks who in¬ 
habited lonely forests. The Acarya passed away in the border¬ 
lands of Dhingkota. Furthermore it is evident from commentaries 
that RAhulabhadra clearly explained all the later teachings to 
Nfigflrjuna and he to Aryadcva. To wish to call him simply “The 
Great Brahmin” is unwise as he is indeed that very same person, 
namely—Rahulabhadra. 

Up to that time those particular tantras were (contained) 

46 in only one volume between wooden boards. It is said that finally 
it became indivisible from the lineage of succession itself. Rahul- 
bhadra taught Jayasena who taught DharmabhadrapAla. He 
in his turn instructed Nggamitra 11 *. Accounts of them are not 
mentioned. Ndgamitra instructed SQryagupta 115 and the rest. 

Now as to SQryagupta. He was bom in Kasmir and was 
renowned as a Tara mystic throughout the seven periods of his 
life. He was intelligent from his youth and was skilled in several 
areas of learning. Going to Central Kasmir and being conse¬ 
crated, and also supported by NQgfirjuna’s doctrine, he became 
fully skilled in the complete MahayAna SOtra collection. He 
begged Acarya NQgamitra for the empowering initiation of 
Tfiril, and later on became renowned as one fully skilled in the 

47 one hundred and eight Tantras of Tflrft. It is said that this Acfltya 
composed thirteen texts such as the Map^ala Ritual and sadhana 
Method of Accomplishment in connection with “The Origin 
of Tflrfl Tantra” and so forth. He was a contemporary of Acarya 
“Firm Intellect's” 116 pupil Candragomi" 7 . He was renowned 
as a blessed being who even now could defend against the Eight 
Fears and SQryagupta was another one who could surely do 
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this. One should know what arc and arc not the deeds or this 
AcArya. Sflryagupta's principal disciple was SarvajnAnamitra 111 
and moreover innumerable other AcAryas arose, supported by 
the Tanlra of TArA. SarvajnAnamitra instructed Dhanamitra who 

48 taught Tathagatamitra who taught Simhaladvlpin Dharma- 
mitra who taught Silaraksita who was a contemporary of Llla- 
vajra 119 . So above unbroken lineage 120 arose, the details of the 
succession of Acaryas of yore being gained from their accounts, 
so it is said. 

The account of the eight Acaryas being saved from the 
Eight Fears dates from that period. 

In the south of India was the AcArya Dikavarma, a great 
practitioner of the Scriptural Collection for Ascetics and, by 
relying on the Origin of TAra Tantra and Yamantaka became 
perfected in the application and practice of Mantras. Debating 
with the heretic Brahmin AcArya Gapurlla in the southern land 

49 of Vaidarbha, the heretic was defeated and as a result all the 
others were taken under the aegis of the Enlightened One. Then 
at a time when the AcArya and the monks were together in the 
temple and the latter were supplicating him for explanations of 
the Dharma, the heretic set lire to the temple. The AcArya 
bcsccchcd The Noble Lady (Tara), and arriving from the heavenly 
spheres she caused a veritable endless river of rain to shower 
down from the skies, and so the fire was quenched. 

Also the AcArya Yamarasingha was a fully ordained monk 
as well as the King's scribe and could also discourse on the 
metaphysics of both MahAyAna and the Thcravada. Supported 
by The Arising Tantra of TAra, he was able to make the Noble 
Lady into his personal tutelary divinity 121 . Having made his 
abode in the land of Malawa in the west 122 , he taught Abhi- 
dharma (Metaphysics) to about five hundred advanced students 

50 for about twenty four years while he stayed there, so it is said. 
All of those five hundred students in attendance on him gained 
exceedingly pure minds. Once there was the heretic NAga King 
known as Lalita in that area and lie suddenly caused a fierce, 
unbearable rainstorm to fall and the rain formed a fast-running 
river like the Yamuna. It drew very near to the AcArya’s abode 
and also to many hamlets. The AcArya prayed to Arya TArA 
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and as a result the water swirled round to the right of the 
Acflrya's home and the village of Utajayana many times and 
finally (lowed off into another great river and only the Naga's 
den and a small Turuska m village were carried away. Tflra 

51 made a prediction in the form of a discourse to the AcSrya and 
those prophecies were composed and called “The Deathless 
Treasury". From then right to the present in India both Buddhists 
and non-Buddhists have spread very greatly. That King's scribe 
(later) became known as the King Bidikarmadit. 

Moreover, the Acflrya Dcvasinha 124 lived with some 
Upflsakas. He was particularly skilled in the Sutra Collections 
of both Mahflyflna and Thcravada and also their metaphysics, 
and consequently he became Guru to the Kasmiri King Hri 
Harsadcva' 2 *. Being a preacher of the doctrine he caused the 
King’s householders and the Brahmins in Kasmir, Lahore and 
Rajputana to have faith and to erect about five hundred Buddhist 
temples. 

In the areas near Kasmir, such as Ghazni etc., he preached 
many sermons on the Doctrine, and generally speaking the 

52 religion of the Persian Turuskas declined. A certain Persian 
King flung the AcJrya into prison and told him, "Give up the 
Three Jewels as your Refuge! If you practise the faith of the 
Muslims all will be well and good, but if you do not you will be 
slain!” The Acflrya said, "Even at such a threat to my life l will 
not give up the Three Jewels for there is no other Refuge." 
Bound up in shackles the Acarya was hidden in an impregnable 
dungeon. The AcSrya prayed to his tutelary divinity, Tfiri, 
and the iron fetters were transformed into a chain of flowers, 
and goddesses showered a great rain of flowers and sandalwood 
powder into the prison, while a sound of music spread every¬ 
where. The Turuska King came to sec what it all was about and 

53 saw that there were no longer any iron bonds (on the Acarya) 
and that another bond which had been put on had also changed 
into a flower garland—indeed this happened with seven such 
fetters. The King was amazed and seized them as objects of 
veneration. Nevertheless, despite all this, the holy teachings 
were never able to prosper in that place, and so the Ac&rya 
with renewed spirits arrived again in Kasmir. 
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Once in a dream, the great Vaiscsika Preacher Sanghamitra 
saw a blue goddess in front of the Buddha and his attendants. 
The goddess said, “You must study the Mahflyfina well!” 
(Later) he arrived in Kasmir where he attended expositions of 
many Mahflyfina Sotras and Tantras and also made Arya Tflrfi 
his tutelary divinity. Not finding a place where he could hear 

54 the Perfection of Wisdom teachings, and hearing of the Aefirya 
Muktasena who lived in the centre of the country and who 
preached those very teachings he went there and on the road he 
was seized by brigands. They had to offer warm blood from a 
slain man to the goddess Durga 127 . and for that very purpose 
they departed with him, so it is said. Arriving at the Goddess 
Durga's abode, which looked like a charnel ground, he prayed 
to Arya Tfirfl and Durga’s shrine burst into many fragments of 
its own accord. At that the robbers Hed and thus the Aefirya 
was freed. 

The Aefirya Sflbhaskirti, the great Vinfiya 121 expert was 
one who, supported by the inner Tantra causing Tfirfl to arise, 

55 made her his tutelary divinity. Once while going from the centre 
of the country to look at the western areas, he erected a temple 
on a border mountain. He preached there and established many 
centres for monks. As there were many Garlog 12 * chiefs there, 
the shaven-headed, red-robed monks 130 said, “We will be harmed, 
all this will be destroyed." And so an army of about three 
hundred elephants arrived there. The Aefirya prayed to Tfirfl 
and said, “Please hurl water in the oncoming army's path!" 
When that very thing was done all the elephants became ex¬ 
tremely terrified and were quite beyond the control of any of 
their mahouts which were carried back to their own dwelling 
places. The Aefirya Buddhadfisa 121 was made Abbot of Dhana- 
puri. and while he was once on a journey, he came upon an 
almost deserted village in which there were many tiger-lairs. The 

56 Aefirya made enquiries and discovered that if the tigers would 
cat any villagers the other small creatures would cry out (in 
anguish). Having heard this outcry the Aefirya was moved to 
great compassion and whilst he was going along the road all the 
tigers came and confronted him. He prayed to Tfirfl, and inton 
ing mantras and scattering libations of water, he caused all the 



tigers to become quite tranquil. Ever since then they did no 
more mischievous harm to living beings and whenever they 
decided to kill for food, a shower of (lowers descended as a sign 
that the dead creature had been reborn in the region of the 
celestial beings. 

57 The Acflrya Triratnadflsa m became a student of the Acflrya 
Dignflga m . Once when he was staying in the cast in O^Jivisa 
preaching the Dharma. a huge poisonous snake arose from out 
of the sea and devoured many men and elephants. As it drew 
near the town of Utakala, the Acflrya fearing that it would harm 
countless more creatures urgently prayed to Tflrfl while simul¬ 
taneously intoning her mantra and strewing white mustard 
seeds. Tfirfl then said to the snake, "This area belongs to the 
King of the Nagas, and everything here comes under his power. 
Get up and leave this place at my bidding and go peacefully 
back underground!" Thus the snake returned to the ocean 
through the Ganges river. 

The Acflrya Jftflnadcva was a student of Sflntidcva 134 . He 
went to the south of India, to Trimala, to preach over a long 

58 period of time. Finally he went to the Himalaya mountains to 
meditate. Having thus arrived in the northern areas he worked 
for a part of the time for the welfare of beings in the Tirflhut 
district. At that time in a certain part of that country in a small 
village of the Tharu people 135 , there was much mischief caused 
by a Raksasa of the Brahma-(gods) and as a result all those 
(whose position was) between village headman and senior field- 
worker were slain in one blow. On that very day the Acflrya 
arrived there. A malicious Zombie 19 * was cavorting about the 
place. The Acflrya, intoning Tflrfl's mantra and wielding his 
phurbu 137 (at cropse) caused the Zombie to fall backwards 
and collapse, with the crown of its head caved in. Arriving back 
in the village, the Acflrya prayed to Tflrfl and a great shower 

59 of nectar, able to cure death, rained down, and the great host 
of dead villagers were revived. 

Now follow stories about the eight unaccomplished saints 
and the accounts of their perfection. 

A certain monk who had made Tflrfl his tutelary divinity 
went off to gather alms so that he might build a temple. A 
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Brahmin offered him a full measure of giharn 13 * which he accept¬ 
ed and made into pills inside a certain Tara temple. The remain¬ 
der of the ingredients he put into the sun. The wind took the gold 
particles and the dust of herbs and other substances of the pills 
and scattered them. However, when the monk recited some man¬ 
tras and counted them on his rosary, flames started to shoot 
from the middle of one pill in particular. The monk grasped hold 
of it and at one instant saw in his mind’s eye the (celestial), city 

60 of the Thirty-Three Gods, visited them and resided there for 
twelve earthly years. 

A farmer named Phu Phu who had made Tir4 his tutelary 
divinity was digging in the ground when a subterranean door 
opened. Having arrived in the abode of the Nagas and drunk 
some nectar 139 , it is said that his body was transformed into that 
of a “Rainbow Body'*. 140 

A Yogini who had inhabited a cemetery for twenty-nine 
nights during which time many corpses were cremated, recited 
Tira's mantra, and from the midst of the ash-pile rays of light 
streamed forth. It covered her eyes and (from then on) she could 
become invisible even in the midst of her friends. 

An Upasaka who had made Tdra his tutelary divinity, went 

61 with his friends to a charnel ground where a fearful, walking 
corpse 141 , with flames belching out of its mouth, arose. His 
friends were absolutely terrified and fled, but the Upasaka, 
recalling Tara, leaped up onto the ghoul's neck. He then was 
miraculously transformed so that he had three sets of arms, 
three sets of legs and three heads. With one set of feet and hands 
he wandered about the ocean, with another he wandered around 
the mountains and other areas of the earth, and with the third 
pair he travelled throughout the heavens, manifesting the miracle. 
He said, “What a hero I am with each of the three faces. I shall 
go via the heavens to the Abode of the Gods; via the sub¬ 
terranean paths to the Abode of the Asuras, and via the oceans 
to the Naga Lands.” Whatever he desired, if he just so much as 
mentioned it then it would happen (But) the Sadhaka (worship¬ 
per) being foolish did not ask for any of those things. Instead he 

62 said, “Give me a jewel mine!’’. Well, the story goes that he was 
commanded “Set off for a certain bluish mountain!" He arrived 
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there in an instant and was shown a huge mine of jewels. As long 
as he lived he had greater wealth than a king, so it is said. 

A Tara worshipper once intoned her mantra at the foot of a 
bimpala tree, and at dawn he saw before him a straight, begin* 
ninglcss road. Travelling on it, in a flash he found himself in a 
beautiful grove, in the middle of which he saw a golden house. 
In it lived the Yaksi called "Blackic” who was maidservant to 

63 the Yaksa Natakuvara. Blackic was profusely ornamented and 
had a multi-coloured body. She said to him, “O worshipper (of 
T5ra), come here, take this juice and drink it!" She offered him a 
bowl brimming with juice. After a month had passed he had 
drunk all of it and was transformed so that he was no longer 
subject to birth and death. 

A faithful UpS&aka who had made Tdrft his tutelary divinity 
one day went along the road to get a needle and (instead) found 
a sword. Continuing along his path and while intoning Tdrfl's 
mantra smoke started to billow forth from the sword. When he 
finished intoning flames belched out, and he found thereafter that 
he could go to wherever his mind desired. So he went to the 
various abodes of gods, Nagas and Asuras and, having received 
some of their unique kinds of treasures he offered them to the 

64 order of monks. After some years he departed for the realm of 
the Vidyddharas. 

Over a period of about three years a certain monk cons¬ 
tructed a Tara Temple and from the hand of the TSra image a 
long-life elixir dripped like a perpetual flow of milk. The monk, 
having drunk some, relinquished old age, and living for three- 
hundred years, looked like a sixteen year old youth (all the time). 

Once, an Upflsaka stayed in a Tara Temple to pray. One 
night while doing his prostrations at the feet of the T5ra image, 
a stone vessel emerged from underneath the statue’s feet. What¬ 
ever wealth he wished for came out of that vessel in endless 
quantity and also sustenance for 500 monks for a period of 
thirty years. 

65 From the demise of Nflgarjuna to the ascendancy of King 
Dharmapala, there were about five thousand persons who, 
supported by Tara, attained siddhi. During these particular 
times it is said that there were many who, supported solely by the 


31 



arising Tanlra of Tftrl gained siddhi. The above has been a 
description of how they spread this very Tantra of Tflra. 

Now follows an account of how it declined a little in the 
interim period, in the latter half of King Dharmapflla’s life, at 
the behest of sonic Tripitaka monks (who raised doubts). 
Although this happened immediately after the founding of The 
City 142 , it is quite clear that Buddhajhana 143 had died already 
prior to this lime. 

Under the sun of (he whole kingdom, whatever was found, 
be it books of mystic mantras or discourses, was gathered to* 

66 gether and after minute investigation, the method of getting the 
various Upadesas 144 from the tanlras became fully known. 
Because of the different time, the secret lantras were not prac¬ 
tised quite secretly as before. The Mahayoga Tantras how¬ 
ever were heard, lectured and meditated over, and being thus 
revealed they became widely spread throughout the world. It was 
proclaimed to those assembled there, “Spread these sealed 
Vajra-words far and wide! Do not teach any particularly secret 
words which contradict these ones at a later date!” The Garland 
of the Great Tantra Collection comprised in part the Tantras of 
Sri Hcruka, Mah5k3la ,4S , The Tantra Causing the Arising of 
T3ra, Bhairava, and The Four Brahma Abodes' 46 as well as some 
thousand fragments of the Siddha’s Invocations of Divinities, 

67 and some further five hundred (such) fragments. All those very 
many texts were gathered up together and put in due order into 
eight great gold coffers, which were put into silver vessels which 
in turn were put into vessels made of the seven precious gems. 
Finally they were hidden in the so-called ‘‘Cool sandalwood 
charnel ground”' 47 . At that time, it is said, this T5ra Tantra was 
lectured on and listened to constantly. 

As regards the later spread (of the teachings) and the means 
(of its accomplishment).... 

The AeSrya Tillipa 14 *, in a previous time when he had not 
attained siddhi, and when he was living in a temple in the eastern 
areas, from time to time saw light arise from underneath the 
plinth of an image of the Buddha Sunendra, and occasionally 
he heard the sounds of music. Digging in the earth and looking 
there he saw this very origin of T3ra Tantra, for it had not at that 
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time been found in that land to which it had been invited. 

68 Later, having attained the supernormal siddhi powers, he went 
to the western land of Urgyen where there was a certain bluish- 
green girl who bore all the signs of a DAkinl. She gave answers 
(to Tillipa) and explanations which cleared up all the problems 
arising out of the Tantra. Tillipa prayed to her and she was 
transformed into the Goddess T3rg and gave him the blessings 
and the empowerment of the Tantra. Tillipa taught Acirya 
N<lropa 149 who taught Dombhipa 150 , KanakasrI, Kandhapa and 
Thakkinagnapa 131 . Kusala the younger begged the teachings 
from Dombhipa and Asitaghana 132 asked Kusala for them also. 
Jrianamitra heard them from Asitaghana and the MahSsiddha 
Santigupta 133 got them from Jh5namitra 134 , to whom three major 
gurus listened. Tillipa was begged for instruction by Pilavajra 

69 who was himself requested by Rahulagupta 133 . Diparpk&ra 
Srijhana 136 asked Rahulagupta for instruction and Madhyema- 
singha 137 asked DlpazpkSra. He, (Madhyemasingha) was request¬ 
ed (for instruction) by Tarasrimitra; then in due order came 
Sanghasrl 131 , Rainadvflja, NayakasrI, DharmasrI, S&kyarakslta, 
Sujftta, Buddhasribhadra. Jhinaratna, JnSnasena, and Rati- 
gupta 159 who transmitted them to Santigupta. Also the Tantra 
was ornamented with the following names—Kandhapa, Pfvaka, 
Dhupiraja, Haribhanjapa, and also Asitaghana. Moreover, the 
Tantra was spoken of by KanakasrI, Lokapradha, Dharma- 
karasanii 160 and others. Pakkinagnapa communicated the Tantra 
to AeSrya MandirapSla and accordingly many lineages have 
spread in the meantime up to the present day. Later the teachings 
remained with the MahSsiddha Zhi.ba.kho.na. and now, may 
they spread more widely than previously. 

All that can be known from those accounts which are set 

70 out elsewhere 141 ; those accounts not set out there will now be 
treated. KanakasrI, a Nepalese Kasrimin, was bom in Magadha, 
and was consecrated into KurukullaV 42 entourage. At Vikrama- 
slla 163 he studied and became well-versed in all the Satras, 
Tanlras and auxiliary sciences. Getting the initial empowerment 
for Guhya Samaja' 64 from the PaQ0it Dharmamitra in Bengal, 
he meditated for seven years, performed Japa 163 etc. but no 
auspicious signs whatsoever arose out of it. Discontinuing his 
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meditations, he lived as he pleased 164 . One night in a dream, a 
maiden prophesied to him, “Go before Sri Naropa!” Then he 
begged Naropa for the empowerment consecration for Cakra- 
saipvara 147 , and good quality meditation was born within him 
from his own natural powers. Within six months of meditation 
71 he saw the countenance of Cakrasaipvara and moreover, staying 
with Naropa for a further seven years he heard an immeasurable 
number of Tantra Collections. He became renowned for his 
ability and wisdom in the unique Mahasukha Cakrasaipvara, the 
Four Brahma Abodes and The Tantra Causing Tfira to Arise. 
In Magadha during the reign of King NcyapSla 16 *, a follower of 
the God Siva named Kasamadeva and one known as “Able 
Opponent” drew a heretical map^ala which measured one cubit 
across high in the sky and placed a vase in it. The Acarya scatter¬ 
ed white mustard seeds and the mandala being destroyed, tumbled 
into the jar. The AeSrya then set up an image of T3ri as tall as a 
palmyra tree and set it high up in the sky and even when the 
Acarya was not concentrating, the heretic's mantras and fiery 
arrows etc., indeed all his methods were unable to overthrow it 
12 and the Acarya was victorious. The King invited the Ac3rya, a 
“holder** of the Mother Tantra, to Vikramaslla. Seeing Tara's 
face and being supported by her Mantra he was able to subdue 
and join together (disparate forces) both near and far, and it is 
said that on eight occasions he reconciled both parties in major 
feuds. 

As regards Kandhapa, he was a Buddhist yogin who appear¬ 
ed as if he were very simple but who in fact was brilliant. He 
begged Lord Naropa for the empowerment consecration and for 
the blessing for the Arising of Tara. With this Tantra and by 
meditating on the Arising of Hcruka in his nine forms for a 
period of twelve years, he saw the faces of Hcruka and Tarfl. 
Gaining too the magic powers of siddhi, he was able to go along 
a road a hundred leagues long in just an instant 169 . At that time 
a Mongol King resided in Delhi. He had just rebuilt a great 
palace and the Acarya was living nearby in an old, worn-out one. 
When the new palace was completed and the decrepit one smash¬ 
ed and broken into little fragments, at the same time the founda¬ 
tions of the new palace too were (magically) smashed. That 
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happened on three occasions. When the King heard the news he 
invited the AeSrya and prostrated himself at his feet. At the 
mere sound of the Acflrya’s voice the demon (in the foundations) 
took the four vows. They were 

(1) never to harm any Buddhist temples 

(2) to renounce killing any palace residents 

(3) to pay homage to those who had been consecrated as 
monks 

(4) to make daily obeisance by calling the Buddha’s name. 

The AcArya’s old name had been Kandhari, and as a consequence 
he became known as Siddha Kandhapa. He worked for the 
welfare of sentient beings for a long time and finally, in that very 
body, he departed for the heavenly regions. 

Now about Thakkinaganapa 170 . Thakki (for that is what he 
was called) practised various acts of low cunning for the purpose 
of getting a good living. It is said that he belonged to a low caste 
in a border (i.e. Barbarian) area 171 . The word “nagana” means 
“very powerful”. Thakki was the strongest in his clan’s branch 
and so his name accorded with his body. Thakki became a yogin 
and begged a disciple of one Mi.thub.zla.ba. for (the initiation 
of) Hcvajra. In the south at the “Nila Bird Mountain” he engaged 
in one-pointed meditation for fifteen years, but no good signs 
arose out of it. Praying that he might achieve perfection in another 
birth, he leaped ofT a great precipice. However he was not harmed 
at all. A voice came out of the heavens saying, “You will become 
75 a follower of NAropa”. Then, serving at NAropa’s feet he asked 
him for the empowerment consecration of Hevajra. NAropa said 
to him, “You could not complete the Hevajra initiation. You 
must meditate on Mahasukha Samvara, and for that you must 
have the Samvara empowerment consecration.” Thakki then 
begged Lord NAropa for the Samvara Map^ala, which, being 
much more difficult to perform than other magd^as* needed 
more than eight times the amount of equipment and ritual 
objects. At that time Thakki had none of those items and this 
intelligent but foolish person told NAropa that he was unable to 
perform this great new Tantra of which he had just heard, and 
(instead) was initiated into the Tara Tantra and its inner meaning. 
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•saosiod |p Xjijnd Xpioiduioo no^ 

OOUO ,^Bqd„ PUB OOIMI tt BJBX„ 8aiXBS Xfl 
’spod JO UBOOO OjqBlUOA b otjii isnf 

uooui oqi ppq oqM no^ 01 oSbuioh 

•o^pnb oi pjiom pioj-oojqi oqi osiibo puy 
oojj BAVJBpUBUi oqi qiiM njo(\ juno^ oojoid ubo no \ 
* 44 0ioq tt ojqcuXs-poos oqi ui si oouosso osoqM noqx 
* 4i ?jni„ punos oqi qi;M poj joq sduiBis oqM ‘nox 01 oSbuioh 

■soiqBjjXs uoi qiiM poiBiooop bjiubui oqi ui osp ljy 
4 d»Dq„ punos oqi uiojj osijb oqM *j?x O noqx 

tXuiouo oqi jo soipoq oqi qssius 
Xof poXoipun Xq popjpuo ‘oqM ‘no^ 01 oSbuioh 

•SUIS IBOiS ||B Xojisoq 
„U io„ PUB t4 5q?AS„ sojqBqXs oqi qiiM ouo ib mb oqM noqx 

•uqBO jo ojoqds s.bAbajim si Xiiatiob osoq^ 
—pnbuBJi pue snonpiA ‘Xddsq nox 01 oSbuioh 
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Pllavajra 68 
Pj-kava 69 
Phuphu 60 

Bidikarmadit, King 51 
Bukipa 82 

Buddhajfiana (sec Buddhasrljflflna) 
Buddhadasa 55, N131 
Buddhasrtjnina 39, 65, N99, NI43 
Buddhasrlbhadra 69, 80 
Bharukcha-Clan 21, 22 
Bhojadeva, King 16, N63 
Bhojidcva (sec Bhojadeva) 

Magangmaisi (Demon fish) 35 
Madhyemasingha 69, 78, N157 
Mandirpaia 69, 76 
Mayadevi, Queen N92 
MahlpSla, King N142 
Mongol King in Delhi 72 
Muiya, King 16, N63 

Yamarasingha 49 

Ratnadv&ja 69 
RatnSkarasflnti N163 
Ravigupta N115 
Ritigupta 69, 81, N159, N177 
Rahula (see Saraha) 

Rahulagupta 69, N155 

Rahulabhadra, the younger 44, 45, 46, Nill 

Lak$mIrtkarS, N48, N173 
Lalitavajra 77, N173 
Ulavajra 48, NU9, N173 
Lokapradha 69, 82, 88 
Lva-va-pa (see Kambalapa) 
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Vasubandhu N13I, NI33 
Vikramadltya, King N136 
Vinltadcva NI33 

Sakyarakslta 69, 79 

SiiAtigupta (MahSsiddha) 68, 69, N153, N154 
Santidcva 57, N134 
Sintipa N151 

Santipada (Mahasiddha) 89 
Sarabha (8-lcggcd Hon) 28 
Sllarakslta 48 
Srftanupala 81 

Srldombhipa (see Dombhipa) 

Srtsurya 88 
Sakyasrlbhadra N158 
Sanghasrl 69, 79, 88, N158 
Sanghamftra 53 
Saipgharaksita N114 
Saraha (Rahula) 44, N87 
Sarvajfianamitra 37, 47, N118 

Siqihaladvlpin Dharmamitra (sec Dharmamitra, Sirphaladvlpin) 
Sujata 69, 80 
Subhaskirti 54 
Suryagupta 46, 57, N115 

Hayaghosa 43, N10I, N108 
HayapSla 41 

Haricandra, King 16, N62, N79 
Haribhadra, King 16 
Haribhanjapa 69, 82 
Harsadeva, HrI—King of Kasmir N125 


Persons—English 


Able Opponent 71 

Firm Intellect, Acdrya 37, 47 
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Lotus Holder 81 

Princess “Moon of Wisdom’* (see also under deities Jftflnacandra 
and yc.ses.zla.ba.) 5, NIO 

Persons—Tibetan 

Kun.dgaly.rgyal.mtshan. (Sa.skya.pa^ita) NI58 
klu.sgrub. (sec under Nagflrjuna) N87 
kloA.rdol.bla.ma. N120 
dkon.mchog.gsum.gyi.tybarts. N132 

kha.chc.pan.chcn. (Sakyasrlbhadra) N158 
khrag.ljthun.rgyal.po. (see gtsan.smyon. Hcruka) 

dgc.ljdun.sruA.ba. N114 
sgcg.palji.rdo.rje. N119 
sgra.caA.ljdzin.bzaA.po N111 

nag.dban.nyi.ma. N174 

chag.dgra.bcom. (Dharmasvflmin, the elder) N163 
chag.lo.tsa.ba. (Dharmasvamin) N74, N94, N95, N147, N163, NI71 
chos.ljbyuA.zi.ba. N160, NI83 

nyi.ma.sbas. NI15 

thams.cad.mkhycn.palji.bScs.gnyeA. N118 

mthaly.ru. (Tribe) N82, N135 

dur.khrod.nyul.balji.rnal.hbyor. (see gtsaA. smyon. Henika) 

nag. tsho.tshul.khrims.rgyal.ba. N174 

spyan.ki.pa (see thakkingagnapa in persons*Sanskrit index) 

phyogs.kyi.glan.po. N133 

Bu.ston. N48 
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blo.brtan. N1I6 
dbu.maiji.scn.gc. N157 
ljbrom.ston.pa. NI74 

Mar.pa. NI49 
mi.thub. zla.ba. 74 
Mi.Ia.ras.pa. N134 

[jjigs.mcd.ljbyun.gnas. (sbas.pa.) N163, NI72 

gtsan. smyon.Hcruka N147 

zi.ba.kho.na. 69 
ii.ba.sbas.pa. N153 
zi.ba.lha. N134 

yc.Scs.rgya.mlsho. NI74 

Sa.sk ya.pag£ita (see kun.dgah.rgyal.mtshan.) 
sans.rgyas.fybans. N13I 
gsna.ba^i.nan.tshul. 41, N101 

lhafyi.scn.gc N124 


Technical Terms—Sanskrit 


AdiflhAna N102 
Anutpfida N18 
Anuttarayoga Tantra N60 
A b hid harm a 49, N100, N158 
Abhiseka N102, NI73 
Amfta NI39 

Asaipkhyeya see Mahakalpa 

As\asfihasrikd Prajnflp2ramitii N74 (sec also Prajriaparami(a) 
Avataipsaka (Buddhiivaiarnsaka) 14, N54 

Istadevatfl N121 (see also yi.dam. in Tibetan Index—Technical 
Terms) 





Utpattikrama N105 
Utpannakrama N105 
Upadcsa 66, N144 
UpadhySya N172 

Upflsaka 25, 32, 34, 37, 51, 60, 63, 64, N71 

Kflji 85, 86 
Kfiliyuga 10, 88, N32 
Krjyi Tantra N60 
Ksatriya 17, 77, 80. 82, N65 

Gapa N49 
Gu\ik5 Siddhi N64 
Guru N2 

Carya Tantra N60 
Japa 70, N3, N165 
Nyfiya NI26 

Taptra 14, 44, 66, N3, N60, N61 

Tantra, of Tir2 4, 10, 11, 14, 42, 46, 47, 48. 49, 65, 66, 67, 71, 72, 
75, 78, 79, 81, N101, N108 
Turuska 50, 52, N123, N130, N163 
Tripiiaka 41, N100 
Tretftyuga 10, N32 

DflvSparayuga 10, N32 

Ni$prapanca N5 
NiljsvabhavavJdin 15, N57 

Paramartha N55 
Pl\ha N103 

Prajnflpflramita 42, 43, N106 
Prflsangika N134 



Blja N185 

Buddhavatramsaka See Avatamsaka 
Bodhicitta—Bodhi-mind 5, NI5 
Bod (licit to tpada NI5 
Bodhipathapradlpa N60 
Bodhisattva 5, 9, 10, 13, N13, N56, N58 
Brahmavihara NI46 
Brahmins 26-29, 32, 41, 45, 48, 59, 86 
BhOmi N18 

Mantra 10, 48, 81, Nl, N31, N72 

Mantra—of Tfir§ 25, 41, 42, 45, 58, 61, 63, 72, 79 

MantraySna 13, 14, 16, 41, N44 

Marfala 13, 39, 47, 71, 81, 82, 86, N3, N42, N105 

Mahflkalpa N26 A 

Mahatma 15, N56 

Mahdyuga N32 

MSdhyamika N15, N55, N74, N134 
Mlmftrpsa NI26 
Mudra N3 

Yuga N126 
Yuganaddah 16, N62 
Yogacara 15, N55 
Yogatantra N60 
Yogin 72. 81 
Yoglni 14, 60 
Yojana 5, 43, N14 

Vaisesika 53, NI26 
Vajra 34, 66. N83 
Vajrayana N83 
Vijhanavada N133 
Vijhaptimatra 
Vinaya 54, N100 
Vibuddha 7, N20 
Viru N49 

Vctaia 58, 60, 61, N136 
Vedanta N126 


86 



SaAkhya NI26 
£masflna NI47 

Srflvaka 5, 14, 25, 28, 37-39, 45, 78, 79, Nil, N74 

Saindhava—see Sendhapa 
Sangha 5, N12 
Satyayuga 10, N32 
Samaya N61 
Sampattikrama NI05 
Sampannakrama 89, N105 
Sazpvfti N55 
SaqisAra 6, N17 
Sadhana 47, 83 
Siddha N45, N15I 

Sidhi 13, 16, 35, 41, 65, 67, 68, 72, 75, 76, 81, 82, 84, N45, N169, 
NI73 

Sutra 14, N53, N54, N100 

Sendhapa (Saindhava/Sindhava) 25, 37, 39, 40, 79, N74, N98, N143 

Homa N185 

kun.rdzob. N55 
dkyil.fykhor. N42 
bkalj.rgyud. N149 
bskyed. pa. N105 
bkra.sis.rtags.brgyad. N76 

Ijkhor.ba. N17 

gar.log. (quarluq) 55, 83, 84, 86, N123, N129 
gi.ham.(alsogi.waA./g« han/gi.wam.|jghu.wam.^gihu.wam.) 59, N138 

grori.fojug. N181 
grva.tshan. N172 
dge.bsnyen. N71 

dge.fydun N12 
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dgc.lugs. (sect) NI64 
rgyal.rigs. N65 
rgyud. N3, N60 
sgra. N112 

rto.bo.nyid.mcd.smra.ba. 15, N57 (see nihsvabhflvavfidin) 

drtos.grub. N45 

mnon.chos. N100 

mrton.mdzod. NII2 

snags N3I 

ci.bdc. N68 

bjafy. lus. NI40 

nyan.thos. Nil 
gnyis.loan.dus. N32 
rnyin.ma. (sect) N179, N185 
snyan.nag. N112 
gtan.tshig. N112 
thugs, dam. (see yi.dam.) 
thog. rdefyu. N83 

don.dam.pa. N55 
gdan.bzi. NI46 
bdag.nyid.chcn.po. N56 
bdud.rtsi. N139 
mdo. N53 
rdo. rjc. N83 
rdo.rjc.lhun.ba. N83 
sdc.snod.gsum. N100 
sdcb.sbyor. N112 
bdul.ba. N100, N112 

nan.rig. NU2 

nor.bu.chab.bdun. (see rin.po.chc.sna.bdun.) 
gnam.lcags. N83 
rnal.fobyor.rgyud. N60 
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rnal.hbyor.dpah.bo.chcn.po.) N49 
rnal.tybyor.spyod.pa. N55 
rnal.ljbyor.bla.incd.rgyud. N60 

dpag. tshad. NI4 

dpah. bo. N49 

dpah.mo. N49, N67 

spyod.pat)i.rnal.l}byor. N60 
spros.dan.bral. N5 

phal.chc.ba. (see sans.rgyas.phal.po.che.) 
phur.bu. 58, N137 
Ijpho.ba. NI81 

bar.do. N50 
bon.po. NI85 
bya.balji.rgyud. N60 
byan.chub.kyi.sems. N15 
byan.chub.lu.sems.bskyed. N15 
byan.chub.scms.dpalj. N13 
byin.rlabs. NI02 

byc.brag.tu.smra.ba. NI26 

bla.ma. N2 
blo.lans. N42 
dban. bskur. N102 
sbyin.srcg. NI85 

man.i'tag. NI44 
mi.skyc.ba. N18 

rtsis. N112 
rtsod.ldan.dus. N32 

tshad.ma. N112 
tshogs. N49 

rdzogs.ldan.dus. N32 
rdzogs.pa. N105 




zun.hjug. N62 
bzo. N112 
zlo.gar. NII2 
bzlags.brjod. N165 

yi.dam. (thugs.dam.) N12I 

rin.po.chc.sna.bdun. N76 
rim.pa. N105 
ril.bu. 59, N64 
ril.bu^i.dnos.grub. N54 
ril.lu. N64 

ro.Ians. 58, 60, 61, NI36 
rlun.gom. N169 

scs.rab.kyi.pha.rol.tu.phyin.pa. N106 

sans.rgyas.phal.po.che. (phal.chc.ba.) N54 
scms.tsam. N55 
gsum.ldan.dus. N32 
gso. N112 

bsam.gyis.mi.khyab.pa. N5 


Technical Terms—English 

Aeons 7 (all pervading 8; vastly good 9; asanka 9; present 10) 

Buddhist Council, Third 14, N51 

Burnt olTcring 89 

Consciousness Transference 88 

Elixirs 27, 64 

Empowerment 41, 68, 70, 75, 76, 77 
Fears, Sixteen and Eight N 26 
Gazes 85 

Initiates, Tantric 14 
Nectar 60 
Non-Origination 6 
Pills 59 





Rainbow Body 60, N79 
Resurrection 87 
Sentient Beings, 6 classes or 10 
Seven precious gems 31, 67, N76 
Study, the five areas of 44, Nl 12 
Tutelary Divinity 49, 52, 53, 54, 59, 60 
Vajra-Words 66 
Zombie 58, 60, 61 


Deities—Sanskrit 

Aksobha (Tath§gata) 12, 43, N25 
Amitabha N25 

Amoghasiddhi (Tathflgata) 7, N9, N21, N25 
Avalokitcsvara 8, 10, 15, N24, N28, N72 
Asuras 31, 61, 63, N77 

Tndra, 37, 28 

Uma 42 

KSmadeva 8, N22, N162 
Kurukullfi 70, 81, N22, NI62 
Kuvera 24 
Krodhficala 12, N40 

Gandharva 13, 14, 28, N43 
GuhyasamQja 70, N164 

Cakrasarpvara (see Mahflsukha Cakrasaxpvara and Saxpvara) 70, 
79, N164 

Jina N7 

Jnflnacandra, Princess 5, N10 
Tathflgata 9, 10, N8 

Tflri 4; Mother of Jinas 4; Princess “Moon of Wisdom” 5; Tara 
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as name 7; “Saviourcss” as name 7; “Mainstay”, “Saviourcss”, 
“Heroine”, “Swift One” as names 8; arises from Avalokitc- 
svara’s Heart 9; Refuge from sixteen and eight fears 9; Buddhas 
transformed into 10; 13; “Tara the Heroine” 22; Vajr&sana 
image of 38; River Valley Tflrft 38; Turned Face T4r3 39; 
N19. N23, N24, N67, N72, NI79. 

PfikinI II, 42, 68, 83, N38, N103 
Dundubhisvara, (Tathilgata) 4, 7, N9 
Durga 54, N127 
DharmapSla N52, N104 

Nftga 10, 13, 14, 31, 50, 60, 61, 63, 76, 87, N29, N30, N83 

Padmanartesvara 86, N179 
Padmapflni N6 
Pisflea N73 

Pramudita, King of the Gods 42, N107 

Buddha, Five Families of N25 
Brahma 24, 66, 71 
Bhairava 42, 66, N104 

Maitreya 15, N6, N59 
ManjusrI 15, N58 

Mahakaruna—Great Compassionate One 4, N6 
Mahlkfila 66, 79, 80, 81, N145 
Mahflsukha Cakrasamvara 71, 75, 81 

Yaksa 10, 13, 14, 28, 34, 63, 87, N30, N84, N113 
Yaksi 45, 62 
Yama 48 

Ratnasambhava N25 
Rak^asa 14, 44, 58, N52, N73 

Lokesvara N179 
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Vairocana N25 
Vaisrflvana 13, 43, N47 
Vajradh3ra N148 

Vajrapflni 13, 15, 41, 42, 43, N46, N48 
Vajrasattva 15, N6I 
Vidyidhara II, 13, 16, 64, N37, N63 
Vibuddha 7, N20 
Visnu 24 

Sftkyas, Lion of 11, N39 
Siva 24, 71, N145, N179 
Sarpvara 75 
Sunendra, Buddha 67 

Hayagrlva 44, N109 

Hcruka 14, 39, 42, 43, 66, 72, 79, N50, N98 
Hcvajra 74, 75, 79, N164 


Deities—Tibetan 


ku.ru.ku.le. N162 
klu. N29, N30 

khro.bo.mi.gyo.ba. N40 
mkhafc.l)gro.ma. N38 
bkhor.lo.sdom.ps. N164 

dgyc.pa.rdo.rjc. NI64 

rgya.mtsholji.nor.bdag. (Treasure Holder of the Ocean) 24, N69 
rgyal.ba. N7 

sgrol.ma. (see Tfirfl) N19, N67, N83 (sec rab.tu.d pal), mofyi. sgrol.ma) 
sgrol.ma.—21 forms of N72 

rria.sgra. N9 
srtags.kyi.thcg.pa. N44 

ehos.skyon. N52, NI04 
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bjam.dpal. N58 


gtum.po.khro.bo. N104 
rta.mgrin. N109 

thab.lha. N30 
thugs.rjc.chcn.po. N6 

dc.bzin.gicgs.pa. N8 
dc.za. N43 
gdun.lha. N30 
bde.mchog. N164 
bdc.gscgs. kun.ljdus. NI79 

• 

hdod.lha. N22 
rdo.rjc.hchan. NI48 
rdo.rjc.scms.dpah. N61 

nag.po.chcn.po. N145 
gnod.sbyin. N30, N84 
rnam.par.rgyas.par. 7, N20 
mam.thos.sras. N47 

pad.ma.gar. N179 
spyan.ras.gzigs. N6, N24 

phyag.na.rdo.rjc. N46 
phyag.na.pad.ma. N6 

byams.pa. N6, N59 
brag.srin.mo. N24 

gzan.fophrul.bdag.po. N22 

ycics.zla.ba (princess) 5, N10 

rab.tu.dgalj.ba. N107 
rab.tu.dpa^.mo^i.sgrol.ma. N67 
rig.ljdzin. N37 



sa.za. N73 
Sakya.scn.gc. N39 


gsan.ljdus. N164 
gsan.balji.bdag.po. N46 
srin.po. N52, N73 

Lha.ma.yin. N77 


Places—Sanskrit 


AyodhyS 33, N80, NI42 

Indus (River)—see Sindhu 

Udtfiyana 42, N48, N103, N119, N173 
Utakala (town) 57 
Uttasayana (village) 50 


Oflivisa 16, 17, 57, N63 
O^iyana—see U^iyfina 

Kapilavastu N92 
Kampoja—see Kamboja 
Kamboja 80, N176 
Kasi N78 

Kasmir 46, 51, 53, 78, N1I8, N125 
Kumarksetra 26 
Kongkuna 16 

Ganga (River) 78. N142, N163 
Gujarat 21, 83 
Ghazni 51, 79 

Campfirapa 33, N82 


Tipura 42 
Tirfihut 33, 58, N81 
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Tu£ita N59 
Trimala 57 

Dantapuri NI76 
Delhi 72 
Dodahari N63 
Dravida 87 
Dhanapuri 55, 80 
Dhingkota 45 

Nfilandfl N147 
Nila Biru Mountain 74 
Nepal 81 

Ncrar^jana (River) (Phalgu) 37 

Potala Mountain 10, 11, 13, N28 
Phalgu (River) (Ncrahjana) 38 

Bengal (Bhaipgala; Bharigala etc.) 34, 41, 70, N62, N79, N142) 
Benares N78 
Bodhgaya N9I 
Bhaga 16 

Magadha 70,71, 77, 78, N163 
Mathura 28, N75 
Mari Vihfira N96 
Maru 21 

Malava (Malawa) 16, 49, N63 
Mallacca 35 

MayS-Devi Site 38, N92 
Mahfl Bodhi Shrine 38, 39, N95 

Yamuna (River) 50, N142 

Rakang 79 
Rajputana 51 
Rummindei—see Lumbini 
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Lahore 51 
Lumbini N92 
Luhitya (River) 79, 80 

Vaidarbha 49 

Vajrflsana 37, 38, 39, 40, N91, N98 
Varanasi 32, N78 

Vikramaslla 70, 72, N163, N166, N172 
Vidcha—see Tirllhut 

Sltavana—Cool Sandalwood Charnel Ground 67, N147 

Singhala 79, N74 
Sindhu (River) 36, N86 
Haripunja—the Golden City 79, 80 
Himalayas 58 


Places—Tibetan 


ci.bde. (College) N166 
bcom.brlag. N75 
lcan.lo.can. N47 

mthaJj.ljkhob. NI71 

dur.khrod.bsil.ba.tsbal. N147 
rdo.rjc.gdan. N91 

nag.mtho.skyid.phug. N169 
mam.gnon.nan.tshul. (rnam.gnon.tshul.) N163 

Ijphags.yul. N171 

t^amparga N82 
gtsan N169 
gtsan.po. N187 

hdzam.bu.ling. 25, 36 
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gzi9.ka.rtsc. (Shigatsc) N187 


gscr.mdog.can. 90, N187 
bsam.yas. (Samyc) N169 

lha.sa. N169 
Iho.ka. NI69 

ru.rgyan. (ro.rgyan) 68, N48, N103, N119, NI73 


Authors in English 


Bacot, J. N149 
Bapat, V. N5I 
Barnett, L.D. N134 
Bcndall, C. N134 

Beyer, S. N23, N26, N64, N162, N164 
Bhattacharyya, B. N40, N162, N172 
Bhattacharya, V. N15, N134 
Bista, D.B. N135 
Bloss, L.W. N29 

Candra, L. N23 

Chattopadhyaya, A. N88, N89, N90, N115, N117, N118, N119, 
N131, N132, N142, N15I, N155, N163, NI72, N173, N174, 
N175, N176 

Clark, W.E. NI79 

Dasgupta, S.N. NI26 

Dass, S.C. N9, N84, N96, N138, NI5I, N174 
David-Ncel, A. N49, N137, N169 
Dayal, H. N13 
Dull, H. N74 

Edgerton, F. N9, N20, N26A 
Evans-Wentz, W.Y. N147, N181 
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Ferrari, A. N187 


Govinda, A. N76 
Griunwcdel, A. N6, N98, NI09 
Guenther, H.V. N3, N5, NI05, NI49 

Hoffmann, H. NI29 

Kosambi, D.D. N92 

Lessing, F.D. N3, N54, N60, N105, N165 

Majumdar, R.C. N74 
Matics, M. N15, NI34 
Monicr-Williams, NI4 

Nebesky-Wojkowitz, R. von NI38, N169 

Papist, R.S. N125 

Ramanan, V. NI8 
Rcchung, Rinpochc N138 

Roerich, G. N74, N93, N94, N95, N96, N147, NI63, N171 
Rouse, W.H.D. N134 
Ruegg, D.S. N5 

Shrivastava, S.K. N135 

Snellgrove, D.L. N8, Nil, N48, N62, NI02, NI62, NI78, NI79, 
NI85 

Stcherbatsky, T. N133 

Tucci, G. N42, N48, N83, N10I, NII2, N120, N135, NI51 

Wayman, A. N3, N54, N60, NI05, NI65 
Wylie, T. NI36 

Zimmer, H. NI26 
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The Origin of the Tara Tantra by Taranatha, 
one of the most accomplished scholars of the 
unorthodox Jo-nan sect, strings together from 
various fragmentary sources a mine of legends and 
episodes on the origin and diffusion of Tara's tantra. 

Translated by David Templeman, this work 
is supplemented with voluminous notes, an excellent 
appendix and a comprehensive bibliography for the 
serious readers. Similar in style to the author’s hkah. 
babs. bdun. Idan (1600), this work heralded 
Taranatha's major historic work History of 
Buddhism in India written four years later in 1608. 

The Origin of the Tara Tantra , though 
dependent on legends and largely anecdotal, has 
nevertheless about it a strong feeling of historic time 
and provides an important and accurate account 
of the lineages of the Siddhas who worshipped 
Tara and passed on her Upadesas, revelations and 
Tantra besides giving a background to the masters 
of the Tibetan Siddhas who grew from India's rich 
tantric soil. 


